
GENERAL ASSISTANCE 
2016 Program Description


The General Assistance set-aside is designed to provide Arkansas’s non-entitlement cities and counties with the opportunity to apply for grant assistance for a variety of projects that are not covered under other funding categories.  Applicants may apply for assistance for any eligible project that meets the following criteria:

1. The project must meet one of the national objectives of the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program:  benefit to low- to moderate-income persons, elimination of conditions of slum or blight, or to address an urgent need.

2. The activity to be undertaken is an eligible activity under the regulations that govern the CDBG program.

3. The project must address one of the goals and objectives described in the current Consolidated Plan.

4. The project must not be eligible for funding under any of the other line items in the current One-Year Action Plan.

Funding will generally be provided for public infrastructure and public facility projects.

Examples of Public Works projects include drainage, lighting, streets, curbs, gutters, flood control, and projects to make affordable housing available to low- and moderate-income families.

Examples of Public Facilities projects include multi-purpose centers, youth centers, homeless shelters, senior centers, child care centers, county public health units, battered spouse shelters, accredited public libraries, facilities serving migrant farm workers, halfway houses, and enhancements to make public facilities accessible by the physically handicapped.

Grant requests should range from a minimum of $75,000 to a maximum of $200,000, including design fees. Administrative fees will be added to the announced award amount. Total awards for all grants, including administrative fees, will not exceed the announced line item amount, which in 2016 is $1,719,719.  

The scoring criteria will include:
· Project Need
· Project Impact
· Project Readiness
· Citizen Participation
· Funding Leverage
· Low- to Moderate-Income Benefit

Note that for projects that serve an entire community, such as streets, sidewalks, and lights, the entire community must be at least 51% low- to moderate-income.

Proposals must be submitted no later than 4:30 p.m. on March 30, 2017.  Successful applicants will be notified before July 1, 2017. Additional project awards may be made throughout the year from the existing pool of applications as unexpended funds from previous funding years become available. Unsuccessful applicants that meet the minimum criteria for application may reapply during the next funding cycle. Technical assistance will also be available to assist applicants in strengthening their applications.  

Applications and Guidelines may be obtained by calling the Grants Division at (501) 682-7682, or you may go to the Arkansas Economic Development Commission homepage at: http://www.arkansasedc.com/grants.
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