
Benefits provided by 
the Advantage Arkan-
sas, Create Rebate and 
ArkPlus programs are 
determined in relation 
to the tier of the coun-
ty in which the project 
is located. The state’s 
seventy-five (75) coun-
ties are divided into 
four (4) tiers, with Tier 
1 counties being the most prosperous counties and Tier 4  coun-
ties being the least prosperous counties. Tiers are determined 
annually by the Arkansas Economic Development Commission 
(Commission) by ranking four variables: poverty rate, population 
growth, per capita personal income and unemployment rate. A 
county ranking is determined for each of these variables using 
a consistent source and the four (4) rankings are totaled and 

divided by four (4) to obtain an overall ranking. It is the intention 
of the Commission to place fifteen (15) counties in Tier 1 and 
twenty (20) counties in Tier 2, 3, and 4 respectively. 

A county’s tier ranking, determined on the effective date of any 
incentive agreement under the Consolidated Incentive Act of 
2003, as amended, shall establish the thresholds and benefits for 
the term of the agreement.

ADVANTAGE ARKANSAS CREATE REBATE* ARKPLUS

Payroll 
Threshold

Benefit Benefit Minimum Investment Minimum Payroll

(% of Payroll) (% of Payroll) (Benefit = 10% of Investment)
TIER 1  $125,000 1% 3.9% $5,000,000 $2,000,000
TIER 2 $100,000 2% 4.25% $3,750,000 $1,500,000
TIER 3 $75,000 3% 4.5% $3,000,000 $1,200,000
TIER 4 $50,000 4% 5.0% $2,000,000 $800,000

* Minimum payroll of $2,000,000 required to qualify, regardless of tier.

Effective July 1, 2016

Jefferson

Washington

Crawford

Madison

Franklin

Sebastian

Scott

Logan

Yell

Montgomery
Polk

Sevier

Howard

Pike

HempsteadLittle
River

Miller

Lafayette

Columbia Union Ashley
Chicot

Drew

Bradley
Calhoun

Ouachita
Nevada

Clark
Dallas

Cleveland
Lincoln

Desha

Phillips

ArkansasGrant
Hot

Spring

Garland
Saline

Pulaski Lonoke
Prairie

Monroe

Lee

St.
Francis

Crittenden
Cross

Woodruff

White

Faulkner

Conway

Pope

Johnson

Newton Searcy

Van
Buren Cleburne

Independence

Jackson Poinsett

Craighead Mississippi

Greene

ClayRandolph

Lawrence

Sharp
Izard

Fulton
BaxterMarion

Stone

Perry

BooneBenton Carroll

ARKANSAS INCENTIVE TIER MAP

¹

500
Miles

Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3

Tier 4

Designated High Unemployment 
Rate Counties for Tourism 
Development Act Incentive

L E G E N D

Data source: Arkansas Economic Development 
Commission    Prepared by Yang Luo-Branch    
Date: 06/28/2016


